
Mass for the 150th Anniversary of the Church of St. Mary’s Greenock (1862) 
 

 
1. I am pleased to be with you today to mark the 150th Anniversary of this Church of St. 

Mary’s Greenock which was opened for worship in 1862. I was honoured to be here 
for the 200th Anniversary of the Parish in 2008. Since then, as Bishop of Paisley, I 
have been here many times for various occasions and I have never failed to be 
impressed by how remarkably fine a church this is. So I am glad to be able to mark 
the 150th Anniversary of the Church, since in all probability this will be my last visit 
to St. Mary’s as Bishop of Paisley. 
 

2. For the worshipping community of any parish, the Church is like home. In our own 
parish Church, if I can borrow from the first reading, we are “no longer aliens or 
foreign visitors, but citizens like all the saints, and part of God’s household.” That 
sense of the church being our home is very real and it’s why everyone feels they have 
the right to some say when anything significant is changed in the ordering or 
appearance of the church. So you must have been pleased when your church, 
originally opened in 1862, was tastefully re-ordered and renewed through the early 
2000’s to give you the lovely church in which you now worship, a fitting temple for 
the mother-parish of Greenock and Inverclyde, and for one of the more significant 
parishes which were established in west-central Scotland as the Catholic Church 
began to emerge out of the penal times which followed upon the Reformation. So in 
celebrating this anniversary, the 150th of the Church, we also recall our modern 
history as a Catholic community which recovered from a dark period of oppression 
and which revived and grew through the 19th and 20th centuries. There is much to 
thank God for in that history and St. Mary’s Greenock is very much part of it and, 
with God’s help, will continue to be part of making the history of the Catholic Church 
and of the Christian presence in this community in the present and in the future. 
 

3.  As I said, since I became Bishop of Paisley in late 2005, I have come here to St. 
Mary’s many times for pastoral visits, special occasions and great feasts, and it has 
been an honour and a pleasure to celebrate the liturgy here and to meet you and enjoy 
your generous hospitality and good food in the Parish Hall afterwards. But I want to 
recall something that probably no one will remember. Over the years that I have been 
bishop, I have made a point of taking part with other priests in the Days of Confession 
before Christmas and Easter which were held here in St. Mary’s. I did so to show that 
the Sacrament of Penance and Reconciliation, and the forgiveness of sins is an 
essential part of Catholic spirituality and life, to share the burden of Confessions with 
the other priests, although in reality it was not a burden, but a joy and a consolation, 
and also simply to engage with that fundamental reality of mercy and forgiveness 
which is at the heart of the Catholic Church. In the world in which we live there is 
either no sin and everything is permitted, or there is transgression which is never 
forgiven and for which there is no mercy. The genius of the Catholic Church is that it 
can recognise and name sin in ourselves and in the world for the evil that it is, and 
offer Christ’s forgiveness which goes to the depths of our being and cleanses us 
profoundly of the burden of guilt and of the fear of punishment. So I hope you will 
continue to frequent Confession in this parish and offer this Sacrament to the rest of 
the community as the sign and instrument of Christ’s mercy and reconciliation. 
 
 



 
 

4. This church was opened one hundred and fifty years ago in 1862. The parish was 
opened two hundred and four years ago in 1808. It is right that we should look back in 
thanksgiving and justifiable pride at such a fine history. Yet the point of a significant 
anniversary is even more to shed light on the present and the future. This church is a 
building built of bricks and mortar, but it has the apostles and prophets for its 
foundation and Christ Jesus himself for its main cornerstone, and that is the point of 
every prayer and every act of worship and every liturgy and every Eucharist which is 
celebrated in this lovely church, so that you grow into one holy temple in the Lord, a 
house where God lives in the Spirit. So our anniversary today is not just a date in 
history, but is the living presence of Jesus Christ among us and the dynamic impulse 
of the Holy Spirit directing us forward to become ever more what we are, the People 
of God, the Body of Christ and the Temple of the Holy Spirit. 
 

5. The Gospel passage of today’s Mass means a lot to me. I chose verses from this 
passage for my ordination cards back in 1975, the year after your own parish priest’s 
ordination in St. Mirin’s Cathedral, Paisley, where incidentally I was the deacon. I 
saw Christ’s sacrifice as a consecration and because of that the priesthood was a 
consecration and I so much wanted to be consecrated in the truth. People come to this 
lovely church for many things, but especially for Mass. At the heart of the Mass is the 
consecration when bread and wine are changed into the body and blood of Jesus, so 
that we can be united with him in Holy Communion. “May they all be one” prays 
Jesus, “Father may they all be one in us, so that you are in me and I am in you, so that 
the world may believe it was you who sent me.”  That profound communion in and 
with Jesus Christ is what this church is for, one hundred and fifty years ago when it 
was built, now when it has been renewed, and into the future which is in God’s hands. 
 

6. Those prayerful words of Jesus – Father may they all be one – remind me of another 
thing that I came here for which people may not remember. During the Week of 
Prayer for Christian Unity, I would come here for a celebration of Evening Prayers to 
which Christians of other churches and communities were invited. I hope that St. 
Mary’s will continue to be a focus for prayer for Christian unity so that Christians 
here in Greenock may pray together, experience their baptismal unity in Christ, and 
gather inspiration for a common witness to Christ’s love in the local community.  
 

7. May God always bless this parish community, and may Mary the Mother of the Lord, 
to whom this church is dedicated, protect you all with her maternal intercession. 
Amen. 
 
 
 

St. Mary’s Greenock,  
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